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line ; the posterior pillars will, therefore, be driven inwards
so far that they almost come into contact with each
other. The closure of the cavity of the mouth from the
pharynx is, therefore, chiefly effected by the simultaneous
advance of the posterior pillars of the soft palate towards
each other, the soft palate itself doing little more to
effect this result than when at rest.

It must, however, be remembered that the position
of the larynx is not absolutely fixed, so that when a
further descent of the soft palate meets with opposition,
it is the larynx which forms the basis of any further
action. Thus, if the action is continued, the larynx,
together with the lowest part of the pharynx, is drawn
upwards. The palato-pkaryngeus muscle acts, therefore,
in a twofold manner during swallowing; in the first
place, closing the aperture of the cavity of the mouth,
thus preventing the return of the food which is to pass
into the pharynx ; and, secondly, facilitating the descent
of the food into the oesophagus by drawing the latter up
towards it.

The action of this muscle has, therefore, a secondary
effect upon the pharynx and oesophagus, which gives it
the character of a longitudinal muscular layer ; it may,
therefore, be regarded as a modification of the longi-
tudinal muscular layer of the alimentary canal, and
the more so as the effect produced is partly due to a
layer of muscle situated beneath the mucous membrane
of the posterior wall of the pharynx, and not attached
to the thyroid cartilage; the soft palate here acts as
the fixed point for the ensuing elevation.

The longitudinal character of the action of this
muscle becomes still more striking when we find that
two portions of it have their attachment in the base of
the skull, from which point they act only as elevators of
the pharynx.